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Map done by Union captain, 1862 or 63, of the area now known as Riverview. 


During the Union Occupation of Suffolk in 1862-63, Union soldiers, worked to fortify the town and 
prepare for attack by the Confederates. ‘The land on the river to the west of the town wharf was, during the 


War, the site of Fort Peck, Fort Rosecrans and Fort Corcoran as well as the camp of the Second Wisconsin 


Battery. This is shown on a frequently published map drawn by a Yankee infantry captain during the 
occupation of Suffolk. 


Benjamin Dumville came to Suffolk from New York to accept an appointment as postmaster in 1876. 
He purchased the large piece of land to the northwest of the old wharf. The land fronted 
the Nansemond River. An 1877 map of Suffolk calls the area 


o, 


on Smuith’s Creek and 
umville Farm. Today we know it as Riverview. 








Dumville’s farm house was situated on a rise 
between the nver and a pond. Nansemond Poimte 
Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center is now on the 
former site of the old Dumville home. A portion of 
Dumvuille Lane, which once ran to the farm, can be 
seen from Church Street. At low tide, remnants of 
what might have been Dumville’s wharf can be seen on 
the shore below Nansemond Pointe today. 


The Riverview Land and Investment Company 
was formed around 1890 by two prominent citizens of 
Suffolk. J. M. Butler, president, was engaged in the 
family buggy and wagon business that had started just 
after the War. R. L. Brewer, Jr. owned a jewelry store 
that had been started by his father. Like his father, the 
younger Brewer engaged in public service throughout 
his life. (During the 1920’s he was Speaker of the 
House of Delegates.) The company bought the 
Dumville Farm. 


Records reveal that, in 1891, the Riverview 
Land and Investment Company was granted nght of 
ways through the old bunial ground on Church Street 
in order to extend Western Avenue. Over time part of 
that street would be named Prentis Street and then 
later renamed Western Avenue. 


A well known 1907 Bird’s Eye View of Suffolk 
(available at the train station gift shop) shows many 
streets laid out on the former farmland but no 
development had occurred. It was so far away for 
people accustomed to walking everywhere. The 1907 
view shows that that other street names were changed 
over time- Fern, Boush and Dell, for example, were 
renamed over the years. 


It was not until the 1920’s that the first houses 
(other than farm houses) were built in Riverview. 
James M. Butler built the handsome home that stands 
at 805 Riverview Drive. Slowly, other houses followed. 
In the early 1930’s more homes were built. Many of 
the new homeowners had come to Suffolk with the 
blossoming of the peanut industry early in the century. 


Many modern day Suffolkians who grew up in 
Riverview recall playing the woods, the ravines and the 
old forts before so many of the present residences 
were built. Many of those same adults chose to live in 
Riverview as adults and several houses have know 





three generations of the same family. 


Many of the earliest homes stand under 
massive old tress that must have stood sentinel through 
most of the last century or more. The old trees made 
good shelter for azaleas, camellias and boxwood that 
were planted in beautiful gardens. 


The view changed some in the early 1950's 
when the city of Portsmouth built a dam forming Lake 
Meade where Smith’s Creek had been. This became 
part of Portsmouth’s water system. By the 1960’s most 
of the area had been developed. The last of the 
Riverview Land Company lots were sold in the early 
1990’s. 


For our Candlelight Tour this year, we are 
pleased to open four beautiful homes in Riverview. 
The Brothers home was built in the 1930’s and has 
been home to three generations of that family. The 
Powell home, just down the street, was built at about 
the same time. A decade or so later, Richard Pond 
built his impressive house (now the D’Haem home). 
‘The Pond family came to Suffolk with the peanut in- 
dustry. Stull another decade later, Emmett Rawls, Jr., 
who had come from the Holy Neck district, built his 
home (now the Birdsong home) on Dumville Avenue- 
the street named for the old postmaster/farmer. 
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The Brothers Home 


B.B. Dumville might not recognize the old farm today 
but one expects that he would find much to admire m 
this beautiful neighborhood: We know you will, tee. 





Laurel Cliff Country Club 


There is an island in Lake Meade that is and, with the automobile, so many entertainment options. 
easily visible from the 800 block of Riverview Drive. One by one members dropped off the list. In 1927 the 
‘There was once a country club there that predated club was dissolved. 


the development of Riverview. Before the dam was The golf course was eventually purchased by R. 
built to form Lake Meade, the ar “ hae high ground a _ Harry who operated it as a public facility into the 
where Cohoon’s Creek joined Smuth’s Creek 1940’s. The clubhouse bummed at some point; then the 


outside the northwest edge of town. The initial dam was built in the la 1950's isolating the land. 
approach was from Pitchkettle Road. Eventually a 


bridge was built from the Dumville farm (Riverview) 
side. 


Pieces of the bridge are still visible when water in 
Lake Meade 1s low. Nature has now reclaimed the land, 


obscuring the spot where Suffolkians once enjoyed 
The club was formed under the leadership pleasant times at Laurel Cliff. 


of James Corbett, an outstanding young lawyerp | 
(who, by the way, built the beautiful house at 117 
South Broad Street). R. E. Lee Taylor of Baltimore 
was chosen as architect and the well known 
landscape designer, Charles Gillette of Richmond, 
was hired to plan the grounds (read about his life 
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 


After a year’s hiatus, our Historic Suffolk 
( alendar is back. | ee K ing, chairman, has 


assembled a great collection of new old 


and work in Genius in the Garden by George C. 
Longest). Gulltte also designed the tennis courts. 
C. A. Neff of Norfolk designed the golf course. 


The clubhouse was completed in 1920. The 
officers and charter members were James H. 
Corbett- president; J.L. Humef- vice-president; L. 
P. Holland- secretary. The board of directors 
consisted of H. Stuart Lewis, H. H. Holland, Henry 
L. Land, C. F. Taylor and J. T. Withers as well as 


the officers named above. 


By 1921 there were 100 members and there 
was a full time chef. There were dinners, dances 


photos for the 200% calendar. 
At $10.00 (plus $.45) tax) they are 
wonderful C_hristmas gifts. ‘The calendars 
are available at the train station, Riddick’s 


Folly, (3ardners Store, Obici gift shop, 
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and golf and tennis tournaments. But the decade of 





a 
the ‘Twenties brought many changes in social life m5 Bradshaw’s Picture Frame, Bunny's 
5 
" | Kestaurant and BDennett’s Creek Pharmacy. | 
A former Main Street neighbor of mine, a am a 
child of an old Suffolk family, told me the following a We will ship to out of town members for an = 
story. - ae e 
‘T was dancing with [Riverview z additional $5.00. a 
resident] one night at German Club and he said im ae eat LI | 
: et | 
___, you ought to move on out to Riverview a Ma ss a 2 - SNS =| 
with us and grow camellias.” a ATTENTION | ee Kin g 
The very idea! I drew myself up and said, “I = = 
wouldn't think of it! We were growing box on Main a | 
3 2 ae Ke 
| Street when Riverview was a farm. Se eee 
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Consider these suggestions for your holiday gitt list 
e | our Tickets 
e Historic Suffolk Calendars 


° A git membership in SN oe. 


e Publications fromthe | rain Station such as 
‘The War [lits Flome by Brian Wills 
Imag es of America: Suffolk and Nansemond County by Frances Watson C lark 
Storm over Suttolk by K ermit Flobbs 
Sutfolk’s Old C ity Market 
The Quiet Kegiment 
T he (jreat Dismal 

° Suffolk post cards 


e | rain station notecards 





° Plantation Peanuts with train station labels 
e | rain Station hats and shirts 
© | rain Station mugs 
8 Suffolk prints and tons more 


(Go tok iddick’s Fi olly for Virginia NMetalcratters and other ‘great decorative items. 
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NEW TRAIN STATION NUMBER 
after December 2: 923-4750 





Annual Candlelight Tour 
“Homes in Riverview 
December 7th and 8th (> Lt p.m.) 
Tickets available at Riddick's Folly 
and [he Old Seaboard Train Station 


